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ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

Exhibition Dates | 16 May14 June 2025

Opening Event | Saturday 17 May, 5gn7pm

Artist Gallery Walk Through | Ticketed event | Saturday 24 May4pm
Onespace Gallery Hours | Tuesday to Friday 1@&pm, Saturday 12pm5pm

The ShadowThat FollowsMe, featuresa new body of work by Paula
Quintelathat extendsupon her existingpractice Drawingfrom her
early childhood memoriesin Chile,a country ruled at the time by
dictatorship,shevividlyrecallslong and difficult yearsof hardshipthat
havevehementlyshapedher artisticpracticetoday t I dzhew Q@rks
beautifully transform her reflectionson her childhoodand desire to
expressher experienceof diasporainto a world of fantasyimagination,
exploration,and wonder The ShadowThat FollowsMe comprisesan
enthralling series of mixedmedia works on paper, together
with severalnew sculpturesthat draw upon her 2-dimensionaimnotifs,

inAi i i Paula Quintelalhe Nursery2023, Mixed media, etching, chiale and
brmgmgtheseun 'q uecharacterdo life. water colour, 120 x 100cn®hoto: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist..
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Paula Quintela

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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PaulaQuintelais a multidisciplinaryartist originally from Chile,now basedin
Brisbane,Australia She holds a Bachelorof Fine Arts in Paintingfrom the
Universidad de Chile and has undertaken further studies in professional
photographyat Fotoforum Institute (Chile),ceramicsat FanshaweCollegein
London, Canada,and printmaking with Canadianartist Jean Pierre Sauvéin
Montreal.

Quintelahasexhibitedwidelyin both soloand group exhibitionsacrossChileand
internationally with her work shownin France ArgentinaNew York,HongKong,
andAustralia

Her current practice explores the interplay between time, migration, and
memory, drawing deeply from the natural environmentsshe hasinhabited & L y
my journey as an artist, | have alwaysbeen fascinatedby b | {i dz8h. says

G ¢ K ESrentsrecur vividlythroughout my workt water, air, and eartht each
risingto prominencedependingon the landscapearound me.£ Fromthe dark
oceanf SouthAmericaandthe denseCanadiarforeststo the starryskiesof the
AtacamaDesertand the lush tropics of Queenslandthese elemental themes
inform herrich visuallanguage

Workingacrosssculpture,printmaking,and mixed media, Quintelacontinuesto

evolve her practice, blending traditional techniques with contemporary
approachedo reflectthe complexitiesof placeand personahistory.
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The ShadowsThat FollowsMe is a new body of work, both personaland
universallyrelatable, kindledby Paulav dzA y (nfefdri€sdf family and loss
and flavouredwith incomprehensibldived experiencesinspiredby a recent
trip back to Chile and v dzA y (if&tlhet'sQi&ath, a novel perspective of
heredity, culture, and memory is seen through the eyes of a perpetual
outsider.

Paula Quintela's life story reads like a novel, soaked in magic realism

Surrounded by her large, lovingly eccentric family, she witnessed the

disappearancef family friends and the fear and uncertaintythat camewith

political upheaval Quintela'svivid and hauntingmemoriesas a young child
duringthe coupd'état in Chilein 1973and the oppressiveatmosphereunder
Pinochet'sregime are ever present in her art. These experienceshave
profoundlyshapedher artisticnarrativewith themesof survivalandresilience,
blurringthe boundarieshetweenthe physicalnd spiritualworlds

Her imagined forests are populated with hybridised, shadowdwelling
creaturesand anthropomorphidlora, and are scatteredwith forensictrace sof
the indigenousancestors Employinga multiplicity of techniques,Quintela’s
Chine collé and handcoloured etchings are unique Her painted ceramic
specimensreveal a vulnerabilityin being visible,reflecting on her personal
experienceof alife spenthidingin plainsight

The quote "Everythingin the Universehas a rhythm. Everythingdances"is
often attributed to MayaAngeloul. However,the originsof this phraseare
complex,and similarideashave been expressedy other thinkersthroughout
history. In an interview publishedin IntellectualDigestin 1973 Angelousaid,
G 9 @S N ith& uniyedsehasa NK & (i ReYedringto her processin writing
poetry Angelousaidthat she would first write her spontaneoughoughtson
any giventopic in longhand,then read it backto herself, searchingfor the
rhythms,allowingthe poetryin the proseto emerge

Trustingin the processandrelyingon herinstinct,Quintelasimilarlyallowsher
thoughts,ideasandinspirationto emergeunfiltered, before decidingwhichto
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emphasiseind whichto playdownin herwork. Herworksoften startwith the

sameprintedimageand demonstrateher methodof revisitingthe W2 NA 8 A y | |

bringa newemphasido differentelementswithin the complexlandscape®f
herimaginaryworlds Thesamestory isretold, revealingand hiding different
perspectivegachtime.

Quintela exhibits a high level of expertisein numeroustechniquesas a
painter, photographer,installationartist and sculptor. Her primary medium
has evolved as a unique form of Chine collé and hand-coloured etching
Without any preliminary sketches,her drawingsare made directly on the
etching plate. Each print then becomes a oneoff, like a painting,
incorporating collaged dressmakingpatterns, ink, watercolour and pencil,
elementsthat referenceherfamilialand societalculturalorigins

The significanceof family cannot be overstatedwhen lookingat v dzA y (4 S I

work. Familyis our first culture and the foundation for our expectations,
valuesand beliefs Her homewasa happybut unruly and tumultuous place,
further disruptedby the politicalchaosandinstabilityoutsidethe gates Meals
were riotous and festive,and food wasoften devouredbefore the youngest

had beenserved Thefamilyand homeweredividedinto three: eachLJ: NS y i Q
first brood of children,the Y 2 (i K SomBIrjandthe paternal3 NI Y RY 2 (i K S

house Twohouseswere separatedoy a garden,with afenceall aroundanda
gate into each Asa child, Quintelasawthe gardenas a sanctuary Of the
sevenchildren, only she and her sister, who sharedthe same mother and
father,wered (i Kafivesofthein-0 S 68 Sy ¢

Her Y 2 (i K §aNiy &ere all exceptionallytall, with origins stretchingback
through Chileanhistory to the complexmix of Spanishcolonial,indigenous
and other Europeanimmigrant cultures v dzA y (gaterhagiandmother
originallycamefrom BarcelonaAloneand pregnant,fleeingthe SpanisiCivil
War, shegavebirth to v dzA y {feéherlorfb@arda ship on the openoceanin
Colombianwaters He was, therefore, not Spanish,Colombian,or Chilean
Quintelaadored her father and painfully recalls people staringat him and
tauntingchildrencallinghim Jorobadoa crueltranslationfor Hunchback
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Wefirst becomeawareof our own embeddedculturalpredispositionsvhenwe
engagewith individualswho are not like us. Exposurdo othernessmayprovoke
a senseof ourselvesas alsobeing'other’. We beginto acquirestrategiesfor
navigatinghe differencesandthe spacesn between Quintelarecalls

My father wasa hunchbackHe oncetook usin ayellowMercedeswith

diplomaticplatesinto the jungle He droveusto a remote Indigenous
Mayanvillage The villagershad never seenpeople from elsewhere
Theylookedat us. Welookedat them. Wewere somuchthe sameand

yetsodifferent3.

To disguise his physical difference, her grandmother, a consummate
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For this artist, there are two contradictoryforces at play. a fear of being
perceived or judged and the desire to be understood her fear lies in
abandoningthe securityof anonymity In her paintings,sometimesyou are
lookinginto the forest,and sometimesthe forestis lookingbackat you, asthe
artistshiftsperspectivebetweenviewerand subject

Quintela'ssculpturalpiecesare presentedas posedspecimensconjuredfrom
her imagination, and are offered as previously undiscoveredspecies, so
insignificantand dark that, by hiding in the shadows,they have avoided
detectionand classificationuntil now. Charminglygrotesque submissiveand
vulnerable these creatureshave familiar featuresand hybrid qualitiesthat lie
somewherein betweenthe factualand the fantastic Their vicesand virtues

dressmakerfashionedbeautifully cut and styled clothesfor v dzA y {f&Hert Q d@re reinforced and anthropomorphisedin the way they are posed and
Hereinliesthe basisfor the use of vintagedressmakingatternsin v dzA y (i S pres@ndiedto us. Removedfrom the forest, and exposedto the light, these

work. Theyare carefullylayeredand appearfaintly topographicalmappingout
bordersandinstructionsto pin or gatheror to cut here.

Awareof the constantpresenceof dangersurroundinghiseccentric,intellectual
family, her father enrolled his childrenin private Catholicschools His strategy
wasto protect them by hiding them in plain sight amongstthe children of
governmentofficialsand the elite. Quinteladid not fit in and remembersthe
nunsaskingherwhatshewantedto be whenshegrewup, to whichshereplied,
GLYy@raAroft S¢

Shebelievedlizardscould becomeinvisible,and so wasattractedto them, she
felt safestamongthe tiny creaturesof the forestandgarden Theartiststates

Invisibility is safe Blacknesds the absenceof light. The lights that
flicker and shinein the paintingsalsorepresentabsencejn that they
are the gapsbetween, as though the fabric of the world has been
puncturedto allow glimpsesof the light through. Nothingis fully clear,
all at once Eventhe storiesare dual. Everythings light and animated
and darkand still 4.

+61 7 3846 0642 ihfo@onespace.com.au

blackened, charred creatures from the shadowsare forced to be seen,
appearingmalformedand displaced Closerinspectionrevealsthat they are all
female,representingthe I NXi statebfsdopophobiaFashionedn clay,they
have been fired before being painted with an impenetrable coating of
extremelymatte blackpaint. Hereandthere, tufts of fur and realfeathershint
at their validityastrue specimensinvokingcomparationswith taxidermy

In her essayd ¢ S Bé&adt I (I NA IDOWDeki@rawaypresentsa perspective
that the taxidermizedpanoramaswve seein museumsarerooted in patriarchal
and colonial ideologies,which prioritise certain groupsand viewpointsover
others®. Theexploitativenature of display,by immobilisinganimalsin specific
poses and environments, can reinforce existing power structures and
ideologies v dzA y (ic®lfedti@ display of creatures caught in the act of
birthing,in pregnancyor lactatingrevealstheir vulnerabilityin beingvisible

v dzA vy GuBdelstendingof her maternal instincts began with her feelings
towardsher father. Shecomments

| amthe motherof myselfand the motherof myfather. | gavebirth to
myselfasa motherand versionsof myselfaseachof mydaughters
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Tobe maternalisto becomethe animalyoualwayswere Theactof birth andthe
creatures you give birth to are purely animalin nature. Along with physical
featuresand characteristicsthe continuingmatriarchalline also carriesforward
instincts and generationaltraumag malformations are reproduced generation

after generatiorf.

Nurturing her two daughtersbrought Quintelato a realisationthat her protective
instinctsbeganin her childhoodwith her fiercelyprotectivefeelingstowardsher father
andthe wayhis physicabisabilitiesvere perceivedPatriciaPiccininijn her 2005artist
statementfor her work BigMother, saysd Lthé face of griefandthe pain of losinga
child,the differencesbetweendifferentspeciesaren'tthat important We havemorein

commonin the lovefor childrenthanwediffer3 Sy SGA OF £ f & ¢

Quintela'sexperiencesthrough life were never about belonging Sheis alwaysan
immigrant,an imposter,an impossiblehybrid, travellingwith someoneelse'sluggage,
full of disguises

Cassandra Lehman
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Cassandra Lehman is a highly regarded and respected arts industry professional and
contributor to the arts and culture sectors, both within Australia and inte matiokivlly.
over two decades of industry experienGassandra has worked as a curator, gallery director,

arts policy writer, and theatre production manager.
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2023, https://quoteinvestigator.com/2023/02/19/thy

2. Personal Interview with Paula Quintela March 2025
3. Personal Interview with Paula Quintela March 2025
4. Personal Interview with Paula Quintela March 2025
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Paula Quintela
LaExploradoraMuda (The Mute Exploré,|2023

Mixed media

Paula Quintela
LaExploradoraMuda (The Mute Explorg 2023

Mixed media

[

avakercolou

, etching, Chine Colle

Chine Colle, avatercolour

etching,

104 x 133 x5 cm (Framed)

104 x 133 x5 cm (Framed)

$5,500

$5,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela

Paula Quintela
Three Head Lady Bji2024
Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour
104 x 133 x5 cm (Framed)

$5,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela
Three Head Lady Bird2D24
Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour,
104 x 133 x5 cm (Framed)

$5,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela

Paula Quintela
The Underworld, 12024
Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avakercolour,
104 x 133 x5 cm (Framed)

$5,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela
The Underworld2024
Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour,
104 x 133 x5 cm (Framed)

$5,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela Paula Quintela
God of Fire and Light 2025 God of Fire and Ligl2025
Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour, Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour
104 x 133 x5 cm (Framed) 104 x 133 x5 cm (Framed)
$5,500 $5,500
Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace. Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela
The Heavenly Gardep025
Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour,
104 x 133 x5 cm (Framed)

$5,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela
The Dreamer2024
Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour,
106 x 135 x5 cm (Framed)

$5,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela
The Departure2024
Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour
90 x 80 x5 cm (framed)

$4,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.

+61 7 3846 0642ipfo@onespace.com.au

Paula Quintela
The Nurser2023
Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour
90 x 80 x5 cm (framed)

$4,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela Paula Quintela
Resurrection 024 Resurrection 12024
Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour
80 x 89 x5 cm (Framed) 80 x 89 x5 cm (Framed)
$4,500 $4,500
Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace. Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.

+61 7 3846 0642 iphfo@onespace.com.au OI 1espace



Paula Quintela

+61 7 3846 0642ipfo@onespace.com.au

The Shadows That Follow Me

16 Mayg 14 June 2025

Paula Quintela

Quintai 2024

Mixed media, etching, Chine Colle, avatercolour,
80 x 89 x5 cm (Framed)

$4,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Flowersnf TheForest

& v dzA ydeuptutalfiecesare presentedasposedspecimensconjuredfrom her imaginationand
are offered as previouslyundiscoveredspecies,so insignificantand dark that, by hiding in the
shadowsthey haveavoideddetectionandclassificationyuntil now.

Charminglygrotesque,submissiveand vulnerable these creatureshave familiar featuresand hybrid
gualitiesthat lie somewherein between the factual and the fantastic Their vicesand virtues are
reinforcedand anthropomorphisedn the way they are posedand presentedto us. Removedrom
the forest, andexposedo the light, theseblackenedcharredcreaturesfrom the shadowsareforced
to be seen,appearingmalformed and displaced Closerinspectionrevealsthat they are all female,
representinghel NJi dtaliedf Scbpophobid
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Paula Quintela

Uimo,2025

Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, wtra
black ink, timber, feathers, synthetic famd
dolls eyes, 29 x 21 x 25cm

$1,750

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and
Onespace.

Front Side
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Paula Quintela Paula Quintela
Inca Lily2025 Quisc92025
Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, uitack ink, and dolls Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, utdack ink, feathers,
eyes, 15x 28 x 10cm and dolls eyes, 25 x 26 x 10cm
$1,500 $1,750
Photo: Paula Quintel&€ourtesy of the artist and Onespace. Photo: Paula Quintel@€ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela Paula Quintela
Chachacom&025 Great Soldier of the Mountairnz025
Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, utdack ink, feathers, Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, utdack ink, feathers,
synthetic furand dolls eyes, 38 x 14 x 10cm and dolls eyes, 21 x 13 x 10cm
$1,750 $1,750
Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace. Photo: Paula Quintel@ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Back
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Side

Paula Quintela

Quillay 2025

Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, udack ink, timber,
feathers, and dolls eyes, 14 x 14 x 10cm

$1,750

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela

Cerastium2025

Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic
paint, ultrablack ink, timber,
feathers, synthetic fuand dolls
eyes, 31x 28 x 25cm

$1,750

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist
and Onespace.

Side Back
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Paula Quintela
Capachitg2025
Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, uidack ink, and dolls
eyes,12 x 30 x 10cm

$1,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela
Quilloj 2025
Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, udack ink, feathers,
synthetic furand dolls eyes, 20 x 26 x 10cm

$1,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela Paula Quintela
OrtigaCaballuna2025 Butterfly of Los Molle2025
Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, utdack ink, feathers, Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, utdack ink, feathers,
synthetic fur, synthetic rope and dolls eyes, and dolls eyes, 20 x 26 x 22cm
17 x17 x 14cm
$1,750
$1,500
Photo: Paula Quintel&€ourtesy of the artist and Onespace. Photo: Paula Quintel@ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela
Cenecip2025
Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, udack ink, feathers,
and dolls eyes, 33 x 17 x 10cm

$1,750

Photo: Paula Quintel@&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.

+61 7 3846 0642 ihfo@onespace.com.au

Paula Quintela
Herb of the Worm2025
Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, widack inkand dolls
eyes, 10 x 20 x 10cm

$1,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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Paula Quintela

Nipa,2025

Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, utra
black ink, feathers and dolls eyes, 19 x 18 x
13cm

$1,500

Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and
Onespace.

Front Back
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Paula Quintela Paula Quintela
Lenguilla2025 Notro, 2025
Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, udack Mixed media, ceramics, acrylic paint, uidack
inkand dolls eyes, 30 x 10 x 10cm ink, and dolls eyes, 26 x 10 x 5cm
$1,750 $1,500
Photo: Paula Quintel&ourtesy of the artist and Onespace. Photo: Paula Quintel@ourtesy of the artist and Onespace.
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