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Jackie Ryan is the artistic director of the Brisbane Writers Festival. 
She has an abiding interest in culture that connects her work 
across forms and genres, from writing and research to 
performance, arts management, indie music videos and visual 
design. She holds a PhD in history and political science from The 
University of Queensland.

Jackie's book,²ŜΩƭƭ {Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΥ 9ȄǇƻ уу(UQP 2018), won two 
Queensland Literary Awards (Best History Book and Best Non-
Fiction Book) and was shortlisted forThe Courier-MailtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
Choice Queensland Book of the Year Award.

Her graphic novel series,Burger Force, has won an Aurealis Award 
and a Bronze Ledger and been shortlisted for the Russell Prize for 
Humour Writing. Her comedy writing collective, the Fanciful Fiction 
Auxiliary (FFA), has sold out a show or two here and there, 
including at Brisbane Powerhouse. The websites forBurger 
Forceand the FFA have been preserved by the National Archives of 
Australia as sites of cultural significance.

Jackie's visual art has been the subject of several solo and group 
exhibitions and is held in public and private collections. She's 
represented by Onespace Gallery.
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Law unfazed by an arsenal of weapons, Kristina Olsson gazumped by 
ever-escalating technological obsolescence, Pascalle Burton 
majestically poised on landfill, Carody Culver as a nurse you may not 
recover from. 
 !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
this. Because there could be only one person responsible.

Who else but Jackie Ryan ς award-winning writer and visual artist, 
Brisbane Writers Festival artistic director, long-term collector of 
strange wigs ς could coax such esteemed wordsmiths into sharp bobs, 
fake wounds and safari suits? Who else could transpose them into a 
visual landscape that blends a pop aesthetic with top notes of 
Armageddon? 
 ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŎƛŘŜΦ The Writers on the 
Wall ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻǎŜǊǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ 
are (although you should have known, of course, that each of them 
would inhabit their artistic alter egos with the same aplomb, poise and 
ǿƛǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ƛǘǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΩ 
ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŜƴǎΣ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭƭȅ ŜƳōƻŘȅƛƴƎ .²CΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ 
to put the festive in festival ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƻŦ ŀǊǘΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘƭŜǎǎ 
capacity to entertain and enchant. Looking at these pictures, you 
realise, puts you in a better mood.
 !ǎ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŜ wȅŀƴΩǎ ŀǳŘŀŎƛƻǳǎ 
collection, you conclude that your satisfaction is twofold. First, you can 
congratulate yourself on having successfully solved this literary version 
of ²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ²ŀƭƭȅ. Second, you can revel in its unapologetic display of 
authorial star power, its dauntless imperative to put writers where 
they should perhaps be asked to spend more time: in the spotlight.

- Carody Culver

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŎƘƛŎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜ tƻǿŜǊƘƻǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
Brisbane Writers Festival, your eye is drawn ς powerfully, irresistibly ς to 
a series of images that adorn the walls. Is this for the Portrait Prize? you 
wonder. World Press Photo? But no ς as you step closer, as your vision 
adjusts in the cool dark of your surrounds, you begin to realise that 
these artworks may lie beyond your frame of reference.
 The scenes are uncanny, fantastical, arresting. A lugubrious 
clown awaits a phone call. An influencer powers up her ring light as the 
apocalypse rages outside her window. An intrepid explorer makes a 
mesmerising yet mysterious discovery in a public toilet. A glamorous 
socialite heads to her getaway car after a fiery night out. Two striking 
figures face off in a hotel room, each considering their next move. 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƴΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŀ ǊǳǎƘ ƻŦ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΥ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴΣ ŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ Ǉǳǘ 
your fingerς
 Wait. Hold up a second. That clown ς he looks familiar. He looks 
ς ƴƻΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ does look a lot like bestselling 
author and beloved former ABC radio presenter Richard Glover. And 
actually, having clocked this resemblance ς too uncanny to ignore ς 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǳǊǊŜŀƭ 
tableaux also look suspiciously like beloved Australian writers, many of 
ǿƘƻƳ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǳƳƴƛ 
of festivals past. 
 Yes, yesΥ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘŜƴ 
one of those magic-eye images slides into comprehension. My god, you 
think ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Anita Heiss ǿƘƻΩǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΣ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Susan 
Johnson ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛŎ ƎŜǘŀǿŀȅ ŎŀǊΦ LǘΩǎ Ceridwen Dovey ς surely the very 
antithesis of an influencer ς in the halo of the ring light. Kris Kneen 
eyeing themselves off in luxury accommodation. Winnie Dunn exploring 
ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƴƻŎǳƭŀǊǎΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƻǊŘΣ ǎƻ 
much more: Debra Oswald squaring off against her inner critic, Michelle
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Jackie Ryan

Discharged (featuring Carody Culver), 2025

Dye sublimation on aluminum, 59 x 42 x 2cm

2AP + Edition of 10

$1,400

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace. 
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Jackie Ryan

Elevated (featuring Pascalle Burton), 2025

Dye sublimation on aluminum, 59 x 42 x 2cm

2AP + Edition of 10

$1,400

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace. 
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Jackie Ryan

Stood Down Clown (featuring Richard Glover), 2025

Dye sublimation on aluminum, 59 x 42 x 2cm

2AP + Edition of 10

$1,400

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace. 
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Jackie Ryan

Double Trouble (featuring Krissy Kneen and Kris Kneen), 2025

Dye sublimation on aluminum, 59 x 42 x 2cm

2AP + Edition of 10

$1,400

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace. 
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Jackie Ryan

Hold the Line (featuring Kristina Olsson), 2025

Dye sublimation on aluminum, 42 x 59 x 2cm

2AP + Edition of 10

$1,400

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace. 
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Jackie Ryan

Had a Blast (featuring Anita Heiss and Susan Johnson), 2025

Dye sublimation on aluminum, 42 x 59 x 2cm

2AP + Edition of 10

$1,400

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace. 
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Jackie Ryan

The Final Frontier (featuring Winnie Dunn), 2025

Dye sublimation on aluminum, 42 x 59 x 2cm

2AP + Edition of 10

$1,400

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace. 
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Jackie Ryan

Social Media (featuring Michelle Law) ς Second State, 2025

Dye sublimation on aluminum, 42 x 59 x 2cm

2AP + Edition of 10

$1,400

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace. 
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Jackie Ryan

Bad Influence (featuring Ceridwen Dovey), 2025

Dye sublimation on aluminum, 42 x 59 x 2cm

2AP + Edition of 10

$1,400

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace. 
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Jackie Ryan

Reviews Are In (featuring Debra Oswald), 2025

Dye sublimation on aluminum, 42 x 59 x 2cm

2AP + Edition of 10

$1,400

Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Onespace. 


